TASC'’S 2021 Health & Justice Legislative Scorecard

For more than 45 years, Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities (TASC, Inc.) has
provided direct services and advocated on behalf of people with substance use and mental
health conditions who have been impacted by the criminal justice system. Our focus is on
helping people get treatment and other services they need in the community, particularly in
order to reduce or end their involvement in the juvenile justice, criminal justice, and/or child
and family welfare systems. TASC’s assessment, treatment placement, and specialized case

management services reach all 102 counties across lllinois.

As the COVID-19 pandemic has continued through 2021, the number
of individuals dealing with substance use disorders and/or mental
health conditions has increased, and timely access to behavioral health
services is critical. Equally vital are public policies that support and
enable equitable access to services for vulnerable populations.

TASC created its Health & Justice Legislative Scorecard to recognize
individual members of the lllinois General Assembly for responding to
community needs and advancing health and justice. During the 2021
legislative session, many members voted for bills that make improve-
ments to the justice system and the field of behavioral health services.
This scorecard details the bills which were legislative priorities for TASC
and how each individual member voted on these bills.

2021 TASC Legislative Champion Award

“The COVID-19 pandemic
cast a spotlight on inequities
embedded within our
behavioral health and justice
systems. Although we seek
to celebrate legislators who
voted to address these
[ssues, our work remains
unfinished.”

Joel K. Johnson
TASC President & CEO

At the 2021 TASC Leadership Awards Luncheon on December 15, TASC presented its Legislative
Champion Award to the lllinois Legislative Black Caucus. The Caucus relentlessly advocated for four
pillars of reform to begin to dismantle the systems of structural racism within the state of lllinois. The

legislation addressed the following fields: criminal justice reform; education and workforce development;
economic access, equity, and opportunity; and health and human services. The pillars serve as a critical
starting point to bring more equitable structures, services, and programs to communities that have been
historically marginalized.

Our Mission: We are committed to building a healthier, safer, and more just society.

www.tasc.org

TASC



Our Policy Principles

TASC advocates for public policies and initiatives that seek to improve the well-being and overall health
of families and communities. Our work largely focuses on the intersection of health and justice-where
there are opportunities to address behavioral health conditions among people involved in the criminal
justice system, whether they are detained or in the community.

TASC’s public policy work is informed by our firsthand experience working with thousands of people
across lllinois each year, as well as by research and data on effective and equitable practices. We help
change policies and systems that marginalize and disadvantage entire groups of people, and promote
equitable, barrier-free access to behavioral health services.

Policymakers can advance such aims by approving measures that connect people to treatment, while
working to downsize the criminal justice system and its harms. Ensuring access to treatment early and
consistently can prevent the development or worsening of mental health and substance use conditions,
which often underlie legal consequences and barriers to community engagement and family unity.

To these ends, our advocacy:

+ Advances diversion and deflection pathways to minimize and circumvent involvement in the
justice system, and facilitate access to services instead

Supports criminal justice reform to dismantle racist policies and practices and ensure individ-
uals have access to care and diversion-to-treatment services at all points of justice system
involvement

Facilitates reentry pathways so individuals with criminal histories have access to resources

and opportunities to rebuild their lives

Enhances housing opportunities for people with criminal records and/or behavioral health
issues

Reduces barriers and enhances access to mental health services and substance use disorder
care

Facilitates care in the community for children and families involved in the family welfare system

SCORECARD METHODOLOGY

The bills included in this year’s Health & Justice Legislative Scorecard are bills that TASC supported
during the 2021 legislative session. Legislators’ votes are denoted on the following pages as:

“" (Yea) “NV” (Not Voting)
uNn (Nay) “A" (AbSent)
qu (Present) “E" (EXCUSed)

Votes that were missed due to an excused absence “E” are excluded from the score calculation. Votes
missed due to not voting “NV,” voting present “P”, or absent “A” are counted as a nay vote.
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Legislation in the Scorecard

The legislation selected for this scorecard are bills introduced during the 2021 legislative
session that seek to better the health and justice outcomes for all lllinoisans. These bills reduce
the collateral consequences that come with having a criminal record, provide housing support to
those at high risk of incarceration or institutionalization, improve and enhance access to
behavioral health services, and much more. TASC is proud to support these initiatives to improve
the lives of people across the state.

All of the bills below were signed into law; the effective dates vary.

HB 14 (Rep. Curtis Tarver / Sen. Karina Villa): Requires the lllinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR) to explain to an applicant whose application for a license, registration,
or certificate is denied due to their conviction(s), how the conviction(s) would impair their ability to
work in that field. Requires IDFPR to post on their website a list of all state licensing restrictions that
would prohibit an individual from working in a position for which the license is sought.

= Vote totals: 110-000-000 / 059-000-000

HB 88 (Rep. Mary Flowers / Sen. Patricia Van Pelt): Removes the prohibition that deemed individu-
als with felony drug convictions ineligible for cash assistance under the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families program.

= Vote Totals: 067-041-000 / 037-015-000

HB 158 (Rep. Camille Lilly / Sen. Mattie Hunter)*: Creates the Healthcare and Human Service
Reform Act, an omnibus bill to reduce inequitable outcomes for communities of color. Creates a
community health worker certification program. Includes criminal justice protections for individuals
seeking or obtaining medical assistance for someone experiencing an overdose. Tackles maternal
and infant mortality by requiring the Department of Healthcare and Family Services to cover doula
services, subject to appropriation. Requires several equity-centric training and reforms.

= Vote Totals: 072-041-000 / 041-016-000

HB 449 (Rep. Kathleen Willis / Sen. Cristina Castro): Creates the Housing is Recovery pilot
program under the Department of Human Services (DHS). Provides temporary bridge subsidies for
individuals with severe mental iliness at high risk of institutionalization and people with substance
use disorders (SUD) at high risk of overdose.

= Vote Totals: 104-004-000 / 038-015-000



HB 711 (Rep. Greg Harris / Sen. Linda Holmes): Creates the Prior Authorization Reform Act to
strengthen protections for consumers. Requires health insurers to publicize on their websites any
current prior authorization requirements and restrictions. Requires timely review of requests for
healthcare services that warrant prior authorization.

= Vote Totals: 117-000-000 / 057-000-000

HB 1063 (Rep. Carol Ammons / Sen. Robert Peters): Repeals the HIV criminalization law, in which
individuals could be charged with a class 2 felony if they failed to disclose their HIV+ status prior to
engaging in sex.

= Vote Totals: 090-009-000 / 037-017-000

HB 2589 (Rep. Deb Conroy / Sen. Laura Fine): Allows healthcare professionals, and those acting
under their direction, to order, obtain, store, and dispense opioid antagonists to patients in facilities.
Alters the definition of Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) to be more
comprehensive and expands the healthcare settings in which SBIRT services may be provided.
Requires the Department of Healthcare and Family Services to seek federal approval to provide
coverage of SBIRT services under Medicaid.

= Vote Totals: 118-000-000 / 059-000-000

HB 2595 (Rep. Deb Conroy / Sen. Laura Fine): Requires insurers to provide healthcare coverage for
the medically necessary treatment of mental, emotional, nervous, or SUD conditions that are con-
sistent with parity requirements under the lllinois Insurance Code. Insurers cannot limit benefits or
coverage for services that are medically necessary, on the basis that the services are covered by a
public entitlement program.

= Vote Totals: 116-000-002 / 059-000-000




HB 2784 (Rep. Kelly Cassidy / Sen. Robert Peters): Requires each 9-1-1 call center and provider of
emergency services dispatched through a 9-1-1 system, to coordinate with the mobile mental and
behavioral health services established by DHS. Requires DHS to provide guidance regarding whether
and how the entities should coordinate when individuals appear to be experiencing a behavioral health
crisis and engaging in conduct that constitutes a nonviolent misdemeanor.

= Vote Totals: 115-000-000 / 056-000-000

HB 3308 (Rep. Thaddeus Jones / Sen. Napoleon Harris Ill): Codifies telehealth as an available
service delivery model and includes mental health and substance use services under the definition of
healthcare services. Allows for payment parity and allows patients to choose the service delivery model
that is best for them. States that a health insurer may not require healthcare professionals or facilities
to offer telehealth.

= Vote Totals: 118-000-000 / 059-000-000

HB 3445 (Rep. Janet Yang Rohr / Sen. Laura Ellman): Extends the criminal justice immunity protec-
tions for individuals who seek or obtain medical assistance for someone experiencing an overdose.
Any violations of drug statutes discovered as a result of seeking or obtaining medical assistance,
cannot serve as the sole basis for a violation of a person’s pretrial release or furlough.

= Vote Totals: 083-034-000 / 040-016-000




HB 3513 (Rep. Justin Slaughter / Sen. John Connor): Requires the court to adjudicate and commit
juveniles deemed habitual juvenile offenders and violent juvenile offenders, to the Department of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ), for a period subject to target release provisions, instead of until their 21st birth-
day. Specifies that individuals committed to DJJ may not be placed in isolation for disciplinary reasons.

= Vote Totals: 111-000-000 / 058-001-000

SB 64 (Sen. Robert Peters / Rep. Carol Ammons): Statements made in preparation for, during, or
following a restorative justice practice are considered privileged and may not be used during proceed-
ings, unless the privilege is waived.

= Vote Totals: 039-017-000 / 082-032-001

SB 2136 (Sen. Jacqueline Collins / Rep. Mary Flowers): Allows individuals and State’s Attorneys to
file a motion to vacate and expunge a conviction for a Class 4 felony for prostitution. Requires the llli-
nois State Police to provide general information about the expungement process on its website.

= Vote Totals: 057-000-000 / 067-038-000

SB 2312 (Sen. Sara Feigenholtz / Rep. Maurice West): Makes it unlawful to solicit or offer to an
individual seeking behavioral health treatment, a referral to a treatment program or facility in
exchange for a fee or other compensation that considers the volume or value of referrals. Programs/
facilities may offer treatment discounts to clients based on the client’s financial necessity, in accord-
ance with the entity’s charity care plan.

= Vote Totals: 058-000-000 / 116-000-000

SB 2370 (Sen. John Connor / Rep. Justin Slaughter): Creates standards for detention or shelter care
hearings for minors under the custody of the Department of Children & Family Services (DCFS), when a
court prescribes detention. The hearing shall determine whether there is an urgent and immediate
need to detain the minor for the protection of the person or property of another. If an urgent and
immediate need to detain the minor is not found, the minor must be released to DCFS’ custody.

= Vote Totals: 059-000-000 / 117-000-000

*The criminal justice reform, economic access, equity and opportunity, and education and
workforce development pillars of the lllinois Legislative Black Caucus agenda passed during the
2020 legislative session, while the health and human services pillar passed during the 2021
legislative session. Hence, only the health and human services pillar (HB 158) is included in this
scorecard.
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2021. Any votes taken by the General Assembly prior to this date are marked as N/A (not applicable).

*Representative Cyril Nichols assumed office on April 8
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TASC, Inc. (Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities)
Administrative Offices

700 S. Clinton St. | Chicago, IL 60607

(312) 787-0208 phone | (312) 787-9663 fax

www.tasc.org | www.centerforhealthandjustice.org

TASC advances health and justice, increases public safety, and saves taxpayer dollars by diverting eligible

individuals out of costly public systems and into substance use treatment and other services in the community.
Our array of services includes screening, assessment, client advocacy, linkage to care, treatment, recovery
support, and TASC specialized case management. We support clients and achieve success in collaboration with
community-based service providers, attorneys, courts, jails, prisons, probation, parole, youth and family service
systems, and several state agencies.
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